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Easter Eve

Eric Wall, Director of Music

One of my most favorite Easter books -
in the Easter region of bunnies and
eggs, that is - has long been a story
written in the 1930s by Dubose Hey-
ward called The Country Bunny and
the Little Gold Shoes. A reference to a

signifies something ready to happen
and a time for it to happen - yet the
event and the moment remain elusive.

of light and dark, of day and night.

book about fAsecul a

incongruous in an article about the sus6 death, and
Easter Vigil - but such a reference oc- resurrection are morning stories. The
curs to me.fiveEhdtee sBobVédés four gospe

bunnies are the elite in Bunnydom; and
yet (a remarkably feminist tale for the

tive or description of what happens in
between. In some traditions, and in-

19306s), when one oréasinglyie our ayvn, thevEastdr digil
old for the job, an unexpected is worship which fills that space. Full
Acountryo mot her o fledgedVigh setviges draunmuchililke s

chosen to fill the vacant position. She
is ultimately given the hardest task of
delivering a special egg to a deathly ill
child on a mountain top. This and all
deliveries of eggs are made from the
Palace of Easter Eggs, and it is to that
magical palace that she is summoned:

Lessons and Carols, recalling in read-
ing and song the over-arching Biblical
narratives of creation and deliverance.
In a way, the Vigil fills the mysterious
Aiin betweeno
Every Christmas, every Easter, or at
any moment of the story we re-tell

space

AfCome to the Pal ac eachyeamwhenwewnow the narrative
noon, for that i s B&mlthe endingdtheee.ae still ha- i
phrase | dondt r ec aknts ofinfagination, where tharegis

even after many years of reading this
book, the words seem full of portent.

room - even permission - to wonder
what happens and how. Even these

Easter Eve. days, when the Church wrangles so
much over what we should definitely
There is a fAnight belidveandalfirmmegventthese gdaysy h

children know on Christmas Eve, and
our midnight Christmas Eve services
sense it as well: the mysterious ques-
tions of when, where and how - under-
cover activity, pregnant stiliness,

poi sed wonder .

for wonder as well as knowledge.
Mary Louise Bringle writes that, at In-
carnation, i God
to increase the
i mereng seavices &daboutsrésumracs

Reminder from the Christian
Education Committee

In January the session endorsed a letter to all First Presbyterian parents re-
minding them that when children and youth are at church, but not participating
in a formal church program, they are to remain under the supervision and the
responsibility of their parents. Parents have been asked to sign a form indicat-
ing their awareness of t he ¢ Rhid&Youdhs
Protection Policy . For ms may be compl eted el
Web site or returned to the basket on the reception desk in the Wallace Foyer
and on the childrenés hall The enti
churchdés Web site.

For more information, questions or concerns, please contact. CE Committee
Chair Eve Bennett, Youth Council Chair Mark Fowler, or staff members Nancy
McNeill & Michael Poulos.
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tion, but in a sense they are already
post-resurrection 1 we celebrate some-
thing not actually witnessed, some-
thing which somehow awakes before

Holy Week rituals amplify the contrasts we do.

Thurtlar artd darknessndasyendsaeJe-m Easter Eve this year is March 22, and
t h eur \digll pregeun wikhbeginahatreves

of
ning at 7:00. It is not a service per se

but instead\are offering offmauscli anar r a -
sequential tracing of Holy Week narra-
tives and themes. Music and silence,
candlelight and darkness make space
for contemplation and mystery. We
ihasse no service on Good Friday itself,
and this program is partly thought of as
a bridge between Maundy Thursday
and Easter Sunday. | invite you to this
year ds Easter Eve
yow havehquestions, djigerme a call or
email at the church, or ask someone
who has been to the program in the
past.

s a

Yyt seems we live with an accelerated
need for information these days; phone
calls and email fit into our back pocket;
in these months of primaries, | myself
have become a CNN junkie, watching
iaxcsh many of us do to get the abso-
lute | atest updat e,
pening right now. The eves of the litur-
gical year might be a corrective 7 a
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Do you have a story?

Would you like to share a story about
how God is at work here at FPC or
other areas of your life?

If you are interested in sharing your
story in a future issue of The First
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