
 

 

I have been reading a book recently that speaks of the way our religious culture, influenced by revival-
ist movements, leads us to assume that we may be Christian all on our own.  We may gather together 
as Christians this culture tells us.  But the gathering ñis simply instrumental, a vehicle where individu-
als as individuals reconnect with God.ò (Rodney Clapp, Johnny Cash and the Great American Contra-
diction, Louisville:  Westminster/John Knox Press, 2008, p. 5) 
  
I have come to believe that we are never  Christians alone.  We are always Christians together ð in 
community with others, the others Christ has also called into the one body of Christ in this world.  And 
I have come to learn that I grow in my Christian faith as I engage with others in worship, in study, in 
prayer, and in service. 
  
So from my days in seminary, my ministry has been formed not by me alone.  Rather it has been 
formed in conversation with many partners in the faith.  In fact the sermons you hear me preach on 
Sunday mornings are birthed as I gather with other members of the program and pastoral staff on 
Tuesday mornings.  Together we explore the upcoming scripture text for the sermon.  And the book I 
just referred to comes from a book I am reading as a part of a theology reading group.  With several 
different pastors in town who gather once a month to talk theology we choose a book and mine its 
depths together. 
  
On May 4-7 I will be hosting a national group of pastors.  All are pastors of multi-staff congregations in 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  This group of which I am a part gathers twice a year to share ideas 
and challenges about our common calling as pastors of large churches in our communion.  And from 
this sharing we find our ministries enriched.  The pastors who will be with us that week are women 
and men from places like Des Moines, Sarasota, Richmond, Atlanta, Charlotte, New York and Wis-
consin.  If you see them wandering around the church building I hope you will welcome them to our 
church and city. 
  
But more than that, I hope you will discover what I have discovered, namely, that we were never in-
tended to be Christian on our own.   To that end, we have been given a great gift as members of First 
Presbyterian.  Here in this congregation God has given us sisters and brothers, even ones we likely 
might not have chosen on our own, so that together we may be stretched in our faith and in our en-
counter with the Living God.  I pray you will continue to throw yourselves into this community. For it is 
as we are together that we grow in faith and faithfulness. 
 
Grace and peace, 

Pete  
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Adult Faith Development (Sunday classes begin at 9:45a.m. unless noted) 

Presbyterian Youth Connection  Weekly updates on the web at  www.fpcasheville.org 

BIBLE STUDY    
ñTravels with St. Paul from the Then and 
There to the Here and Nowò 
May  4 & 11                         Room 201  
Dave Fillpot retired PC(USA) minister con-
tinues a study to trace how Paulôs under-
standing of the life hereafter changes as 
his faith matures.  Does our belief in the life 
beyond have anything to do with living our 
lives in the here and now?  Join us to ex-
plore the question.  
 
Text Time                            Room 203  
Text Time will resume May 11  
Text Time, taught by the preaching pastor 
for that particular Sunday, provides a closer 
look at the sermon text.  This is an interac-
tive class that invites participants to take a 
deeper look at the text, discuss and ask 
questions.  Scripture text available in class.  
 
First Bible Class         Room 113  
Participants study the Bible using ñThe 
Present Wordò quarterly published by the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A.   May Study:  
Restoration and Covenant Renewal, 
selections from Haggai & Nehemiah.   
This class has met consistently for the past 
99 years.  Student booklets are available at 
the class for home study. 
 
CHRISTIAN LIVING/CUR RENT  

ISSUES/ACTION  
Book Discussion of The Kite Runner    

May 11, 18 & 25                         Room 206  
The Kite Runner, by American author 
Khaled Hosseini, is a story of friendship, 
betrayal, and forgiveness set in Afghani-
stan.  Beverly Williamson, English teacher 

at Asheville High School, will facilitate a 
discussion of the novelôs literary and his-
torical elements.  Participants will find read-
ing the novel before attending beneficial.  
Copies of the book may be purchased 
through the church for $12.  Call the church 
if you would like to purchase a copy.  
 
Come As You Are         Room 213  
May 4- Join us as we discuss "what is hap-
pening in Kenya, and what should be hap-
pening? How are religious people respond-
ing, and is there anything U.S. Christians 
can do to help the situation?" 
 
The Remaining Three Sundays in May we 
will reacquaint ourselves with a few charac-
ters from the Old Testament: 
May 11- ñElijah was a famous prophet we 
find in the book of 1 Kings.  Through the 
many stories of his attempts to be a loyal 
prophet of God, we learn something of the 
role of prophets, the nature of God, and the 
way God will act in our lives when we risk 
all and follow." 
May 18- "This one-session study is a re-
fresher for those who wish to remember 
just who Jacob/Israel was and the impor-
tance of his life for the community of faith." 
May 25- "This one-session study traces the 
major events in Moses' life and how he 
responded to God's call." 
 
Food and Faith  
May 4-25                                     Room 214                     
The Greening the Congregation Class will 
present a four-week series Food and Faith.  
Discussion topics will include: how our food 
is grown, how our food choices impact the 
poor as well as the environment, and how 

we can reconnect to Godôs earth.    

 
WEEKDAY STUDY 
Time Out  for Everyone                                
Thursdays at 10 a.m.        Widman Room                         
Childcare begins at 9:45am.  All are invited 
to come for fellowship, study, discussion 
and prayer.   
May 1 will conclude our study of ñSimply 
Enoughò, a DVD based study, on the topic 
of justice as we consider alternatives to 
more simple living. 
May 8,15, & 22  we will view and discuss 
portions of the DVD ñThe Power of Forgive-
ness.ò   This documentary offers commen-
tary from Northern Ireland to Ground Zero 
to the Amish countryside featuring Elie 
Wiesel, Buddist master Thichvnhat Hahn, 
authors Thomas Moore and Marianne Wil-
liamson and Rev. James Forbes and oth-
ers. 
Time Out will conclude on May 22 until the 
fall. 
 
COMING THIS SUMMER!  

2008 Summer Seminar Series  
All Adult Faith Development Classes meet 
together Sunday Mornings in June  (9:30 - 
10:45 a.m.) 
 
Coffee, Refreshments and Conversation in 
the Wallace Foyer at 10:30am 
        
A summer Faith Development brochure will 
be mailed in May. 
 
DURING THE MONTH OF JULY:  

Special Adult Class taught by Dr. Earl 
Thompson-  ñThe Politics of Jesus.ò  

 

FAITH DEVELOPMENT CL ASSES  

SUNDAYS 9:45 -10:45 A.M.  

 
Middle School: Room 209   
Teachers: Sandra Fowler & Lee Tor-
rence    
Senior Highs: Room 210   
Teachers: Sarah Thornburg & Claire 
Shippey  
 
Sunday, May 4  
Youth Choir  (4:30) & Youth Group  
(5:15-7:30 pm)   Youth Choir (4:30) & 
Youth Group (5:15-7:15 pm) After 
dinner we will continue with our plans 
for the upcoming Youth Sunday (May 
11). 

Saturday, May 10  
Youth Sunday Rehearsal  (10:00 a.m. 
choir; 10:30 a.m. all participants) We 
will have a brief but important walk-thru 
to make sure we are ready for the big 
day tomorrow! We will meet in the 
sanctuary. We will be finished by 11:30 
a.m. 
 
Sunday, May 11  
Youth Sunday Services (8:45 & 
10:55 a.m.) There will be brunch in 
room 210 during the faith development 
hour in honor of Youth Sunday! 
No regular youth activities this after-
noon. 
 

Sunday, May 18  
All youth and families are encouraged 
to attend the Annual Congregational 
Picnic at Robert Lake Park in Mont-
reat. 
No regular youth activities this after-
noon. 

 
Sunday, May 25    
No regular youth activities this after-
noon. 
 
See the youth news updates for more 
information on the Spring Lock-In, 
Girlsô Club and End-Of-Year Recogni-
tion for our graduating seniors! 
 

http://www.fpcasheville.org/


 

 

Wednesday Night Fellowship  
Dinner is served 5:30-6:10p.m.  Program begins at 6:30p.m.                       
Cost is $5 per adult, Ages 13-18 $3, Ages 6-12 $2, Ages 1-5 $1.  
 
Reservations: You may make a standing reservation, or let us know week-by-week, but it's a big help if we can know by 3 p.m. each Monday. 
Reservations can be made by:  (1) calling the church office at 253-1431 and leaving your name(s) with the receptionist.   (2) e-mailing the church 
office at office@fpcasheville.org. or (3) filling out a yellow card from the pew rack and dropping it in the offering plate. 

May 7 
Dinner will be prepared by the FPC Child Care Center Board, 
proceeds from donations for dinner will benefit the Child Care 
Center.  The Child Care Center families are invited to join us that 
evening. 

Program: ñOnce Upon a Parableò 
 
Under the direction of Diane Pennington, Mary Johnson and Eric 
Wall the 2nd ï5th grade choir and drama troupe will present the 
musical ñOnce Upon a Parableò.  In the tradition of ñGodspellò, 
this musical will follow parables and stories with the children 
playing the roles of Jesus and his followers.  Join us for this joy-

ful, colorful and contemporary look at the lessons through this 
fresh and sometimes unorthodox re-telling.    

This concludes our Wednesday Night Programs for this 
school year.  Join us September 3 for our annual Church 

Street Block Party to kick - off Wednesday nights in the fall.  

 

May 14 
No Dinner or Program  
 
Committee Night 
* Childcare Available beginning at 4:30 p.m.  

Childrenõs Ministry 
Faith Development Sundays 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 

Infants ïBeginning Walkers                                                                                 Room 102  
Come join us each week and receive loving nurture and care from our nursery staff and 
wonderful volunteers. 
 
Walkers ï Twoôs                                                                     Room 101  
 Share in a Bible story, playtime, snack, and fellowship with nursery staff Tabby Herdt and 
our wonderful nursery volunteers. 
 
Three years old ï Pre- K           Teacher: Carol Dreiling                                   Room 103  
Bible stories this month:  ñStories of Paul, Stories of Jesus, Learning to Pray.ò  
Each week learn a Bible story and engage in music or arts and crafts related to the story.  
Story cards are available to take home with additional family activities to do during the 
week. 
 
Bible Journeys:  K -5th Grade:    
Bible Journeys classrooms are set up as 4 different workshops; art, computers, drama/
movie and puppets.  Children rotate in different age groups with their shepherd to a differ-
ent workshop each week.  
 
This month in Bible Journeys ï ñJoseph the Dreamerò   
Part I of a two part exploration of how God is always present and uses a bad situa-
tion to still fulfill Godôs purposes.  Part II ñWhen Dreams Come Trueò will be our 
June story.  

K-1st Grade - Meet in Music Room 1.  Following choir, Shepherds will escort children 

to a workshop room.  On the first Sunday of the month there will be no choir, K-1st will 
meet in the Promised Land for introducing the Bible lesson through storytelling. 

2nd - 5th Grade - Meet in the Promised Land (Room 104) for fellowship and snack.  

Shepherds will escort children to a workshop room. 
 
Market Place 29 A.D.  
Registrations for Market Place 29 A.D. our annual ecumenical Vacation Bible School con-
tinues until May 15 based on availability of space.  Market Place is June 23-26, 9:00 a.m. -
12:00 noon, Monday ï Thursday, Ages to participate 3 yrs. old as of Jan. 1, 2008 ï 5th 
grade.  Youth and adult volunteers are needed each day to assist in this exciting Bible 
times experience, call Cindy Clarke 628-2487. 

CALENDAR REMINDERS  

 
May 4 
Carry Communion Elements 
 
May 7  
2nd -5th Grade Choir Program ñOnce 
Upon a Parableò  
Final Wednesday Night Program for 
this school year.  
                           
May 11  
Collect 5 Cents a Meal Offering 
 
May 18 
All Church Picnic following the 10:55 
a.m. service / Robert Lake Park at 
Montreat  
 
Time Out for Everyone - All are invited 
to come for fellowship, study, discus-
sion and prayer.  Time Out meets each 
week at 10:00am in the Widman Room; 
childcare if needed begins at 9:45am.   
 
Nursery Volunteers  
Your help is needed!   Sign-up this 
month to assist in the nursery! Volun-
teerôs need only serve 4 times during 
the year beginning June. Parents of 
children 5 and under who use the nurs-
ery are automatically included on the 
volunteer list, fill out a card to let us 
know dates that you are not able to 
serve. 



 

 

June is a great month for music, both here at the church and in our region.  There are a variety of worship and concert 
events happening, and this is your handy guide to all thatôs going on. 
 
ñMeet the Harpsichordò Mornings: Wednesdays, June 4 and 11, 11:30 a.m.  -  We are very excited to announce that, 
around the time you are reading this, our church is receiving the gift of a harpsichord from Anna Hughes.   This is a special 
gift for which we are very grateful.  If ñharpsichordò is an unfamiliar term to you, youôll almost certainly recognize the sound 
when you hear it.  It is a keyboard instrument played like the piano, but the strings are plucked by ñjacksò instead of being 
struck by hammers.  It is a historic instrument pre-dating the piano but has also enjoyed a renaissance in our own time. 
Room 112 (where the First Bible Class meets) has been ñexpandedò into a new home for the harpsichord, and you are in-
vited to an introduction to this new instrument at two morning programs, June 4 and 11, at 11:30 a.m. These informal pro-
grams will be a chance to hear music and to learn about the instrument.  (You may wish to stay for midday prayer in the Wid-
man Room afterward.)  Call or email Eric if you would like more information. 
 
Keowee Chamber Music Festival  - This is one of the best musical offerings in our region.  Many of you have heard flutist 
Kate Steinbeck play for Midday programs during Lent. The Keowee Festival is her creation, and it brings together exceptional 
musicians in our area for exceptionally high level programs.  These musicians have enjoyed over the past four or five years 
calling our church one of their homes, and two programs will take place in our sanctuary this year:  Sunday, June 8 at 3:00 
p.m. and Thursday, June 12 at 7:30 p.m.  Eric will be playing the organ for two pieces on the Sunday program this year.  
These are ticketed events (Keowee is a registered non-profit organization), and tickets are available at the door.  More infor-
mation is on their website at www.keowee.org 
 
Montreat Worship and Music Conferences  - Many of you are familiar with these long-running annual gatherings in Mont-
reat - among the largest such events in the nation.  Bigger doesnôt necessarily mean better, but in this case the offering is 
one of the most comprehensive and multi-faceted of its kind.  These are some of the only conferences at Montreat to involve 
all ages - children to adults - and some of our kids and youth will attend the first week.   
 
One of the benefits of living so close to Montreat is the chance to enjoy the many events that are free and open to the public.  
Some of you go to these each year; if you havenôt been, I encourage you to check these out.  There are two identical weeks 
of the conference, so a program thatôs inconvenient one week may work for you on the alternate week.   The theme of this 
yearôs conference is centered on music and worship for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany - it really will be ñChristmas in 
Juneò.  Most events are in Montreatôs Anderson Auditorium (AA): 
 
 Opening Worship: Sunday, June 15 and 22, 7:30 p.m. (AA)  
 Morning Worship: Monday - Friday, June 16-20 and 23-27, 11:00 a.m. (AA)  
 Organ Recital:  Monday, June 16 and 23, 8:00 p.m. 
      First United Methodist Church, Waynesville  
      Ken Cowan, organist  
 Hymn Festival:  Wednesdays, June 18 and 25, 8:00 p.m. (AA) 
      Singing the Light 
      (with hymn writer Mary Louise Bringle, whom we know)  
 Chamber Choir Concert: Thursdays, June 19 and 26, 8:00 p.m. (AA) 
      Out of Darkness ï Into Godôs Marvelous Light!  
 Closing Concert: Fridays, June 20 and 27, 7:30 p.m. (AA) 
      Our children and youth will sing in the June 20 concert 
 
Drumming for Adults  ï Betsy Andrews would like to offer African drumming to any interested adults.  Groups of three 
classes each will be offered.  We would like to determine the dates for these based on interest and availability.   If you are 
interested, please contact Eric at the church and let him know your preferences within these options: 
 
 Preferred month: June or July? 
 Preferred time:  a) after church on Sundays (bring a bag lunch) 
      b) daytime during the week 
      c) evening during the week 
 
There will also be a sign-up sheet at the reception desk in the Wallace Foyer where you can indicate these preferences as 
well.  If you have questions, give Eric a call or email. 
 
So ï thereôs a lot of summer music to be enjoyed, and we hope youôll be able to take advantage of some of these.  Please let 
us know if you need more information or have questions. 

Music in June: Montreat, Keowee and More  
by Eric Wall 

http://www.keowee.org/


 

 

Last month the Christian Education Com-
mittee sought nominations of people to 
serve as leaders for our children, youth 
and adult ministries. Though we received 
a number of great nominations, addi-
tional leaders are still needed in many 
areas listed below. If you would like to 
volunteer, sign up on the sheet located in 
the Wallace Foyer or contact church staff 
Nancy McNeill, Michael Poulos or CE 
Chair Eve Bennett. 
  
Children's Ministry  
 Bible Journeys Teachers - Only one 
month commitment for the whole year / 
teach 3 times out of 4 weeks. Lessons 
are prepared for you and supplies are in 
the classroom, read over lesson before 
class time. 
  
Bible Journeys Shepherds - Share re-
sponsibilities with another adult. Attend 4 
Sundays every other month or alternate 
every other Sunday. Assist children and 
teacher, no preparation. 
  
Children's Council Member- Attend 
monthly meeting. Share with others in 
planning children's participation in faith 
development, worship, nursery, outreach 
and fellowship activities. 
  
Youth Ministry  
Youth Faith Development Teachers ï 
work with a team to lead either the Mid-
dle School or High School classes for a 
year. Lesson plans are provided, and 
special projects involving other adult 
leadership are integrated into the Middle 
School schedule. 
 
Youth Group advisors ï work as a team 
to lead fellowship program most Sunday 
evenings from 5:15-7:15 pm. Leadership 
also needed for occasional retreats and 

summer youth events. 
 
Youth Council members ï Attend quar-
terly meetings to oversee the various 
youth programs, working as partners with 
our senior high youth to implement the 
vision of the Presbyterian Youth Connec-
tion. 
 
Secret Saints ï send occasional care 
packages to our college students, re-
minding them of the support and prayers 
of the community for them while they are 
away. 
 
 

Adult Ministry  
 Adult Faith Development Teacher - Usu-
ally 3-6 weeks. Design your own class or 
be willing to lead a class chosen by Adult 
Council. 
  
Adult Council Member - Attend monthly 
meeting. Share with others in planning 
Adult FD classes, Wednesday Night pro-
grams, special seminars. 
  
Small Group Leader - Facilitate leader-
ship of small group study, may be part of 
Wednesday Night programming. 
 

Volunteering in Faith  
by Michael Poulos 

Lost and Found  
by Cindy Clarke 

Did you hear about the 130 kids lost at 
FPC?  Thatôs what could happen if it was 
not for the countless volunteers that 
show up for our Bible School known as 
Market Place 29A.D..  This is a joint ven-
ture with six other churches that provides 
130 children with an incredible experi-
ence. Our goal is to live in the time of 
Jesus (29 A.D.) as the twelve tribes of 
Israel.  The children have their home 
tent, tribal ñparentò, and travel to hear a 
storyteller share a story from the Old 
Testament, visit ñshopsò to make crafts, 
see mini-dramatizations by the youth 
about the teachings of Jesus and many 
other activities which will enrich their 
spirit and understanding of Biblical times. 
 
Our theme this year is ñLost and Found.ò  
The Bible tells us many examples of loss, 
being lost, and the refuge of being found 
by Godôs love.  Imagine the opportunity 
to see the delight and wonder of 130 
children learning about how God wants 

us to care for others.  To  encourage this 
lesson, each day coins from home will be 
collected to donate to Heifer International 
for a third world family or village to pur-
chase chickens to aid in hunger and pov-
erty . 
 
It takes a village to pull these four days 
off.  By lending a hand just one morning 
that week will help.  No experience?  No 
problem!  Very few of us have 
ñexperience.ò  Thatôs the magic, and a 
healthy portion of help from God. 
 
Itôs 130 children beginning on Monday, 
June 23 until Thursday, June 26 from 
8:30 a.m. until noon.  Help can come in 
different time frames, such as tent set-up 
on Sunday, June 22, or working with the 
crafts or a friendly guide in the hallway 
helping one lost sheep of the 130 find its 
way. 
 

New Members  
J.C. Cagle, 4/6  
transferring from Roswell Presbyterian in Roswell, GA. 

 
Beth and Luke Roberts, 4/13  
transferring from First Presbyterian in Richmond, VA. 

 

Stephen Ministry  
If you or someone you know might benefit from having a Stephen 
Minister (a lay person who is trained in listening skills, and avail-
able for ongoing support), please speak to one of the pastors. The 
Stephen Ministry program is one of the ways that we keep watch 
with each other as we navigate significant transitions in life. 

Prayer Concerns  
A list of community joys and concerns is available each week in 
the Sunday worship bulletin or you can visit the church website at 
www.fpcasheville.org (updated weekly). 
 
A user ID and password are required to access the community 
concerns webpage.  Please send your request for a user ID and 
password to office@fpcasheville.org.  Please include your prefer-
ence for the user ID and password. 
 
If you have news youôd like shared with the congregation, please 
contact Eula Pence at epence@fpcasheville.org or Margaret Tor-
rence at mtorrence@fpcasheville.org. 

Membership Notes  

mailto:epence@fpcasheville.org
mailto:mtorrence@fpcasheville.org


 

 

Outreach News  
Habitat 25 th  Anniversary House Update  
As the Habitat 25th Anniversary House nears completion, the Co-
jocaru family approaches closer to the day when they can live in 
safe and affordable housing! The date for the official key-passing 
ceremony has not been set, so stay tuned to your weekly Chroni-
cle updates for more information. Photos and updates are also 
available  at the Habitat website, http://www.ashevillehabitat.org 
 
Special thanks to FPC member Tom Hoffman for coordinating our 
volunteers. Our volunteers included: Bill Kantonen, Alex & Eula 
Pence, Lauren Keys, Bill Keys, Roger Smith, Todd Oldenburg, 
Dick Graham, Lou Dwarshius, Tom Hoffman, Hannah Parks, Ann 
Kieffer, Gay and Al Kriek, Gene Keil, Jerry Beavers, Bill and Ruth 
Janes, Olivia and Gary Zahler, Lee Torrence, Bob VanDale, Gene 
Earnhardt, Jim McDougal, O.E. Starnes, John Jackson and FPC 
youth group which provided a Saturday lunch. 
 
If you were not able to help with this house, donôt worry! Our an-
nual Presbyterian House will begin construction in the next sev-
eral months. 
 

Partners in Mission  
When someone goes on a mission trip, they never go it alone! 
They go as representatives of the church, with our prayers and 
support. That is why we have the practice of commissioning indi-
viduals and groups who take time to put their faith in action 
through mission. Former librarian Juanita Spanogle has prepared 
a bibliography of resources related to the senior high mission trip 
to Diamondhead, Mississippi June 7-14. Juanita is offering us a 
way to learn more about the area affected by Katrina and the re-
construction efforts that have been ongoing these past several 
years. Our senior high youth and families may benefit from these 
resources, but also any of you who want to truly be partners in 
mission with them. The list includes books, videos as well as re-
sources appropriate for children and youth levels. Our church 
librarian Stevie Hoffman will feature some of these resources in 
our church library (first floor and on the cart in the Wallace Foyer). 
A complete bibliography of resources (including some that are 
available at the public library) is available in the library as well as 
on our churchôs web site. 

 

A picture is worth a 1,000 wordsé 
In January our Guatemala Partnership Committee began a schol-
arship program for twenty-five children and youth of the La Blanca 
community. The program with our partner church Ebenezer helps 
to cover many of the costs of school (tuition, books, clothes, sup-
plies) for the school year running approximately January ï Octo-
ber 2008. Our commitment to the program is for a minimum of 
three years, and hopefully more, as we are guided by our presby-
teryôs continued support of such partnerships between many 
churches in WNC and two Guatemalan presbyteries. 
 
We recently received a number of photos of the children & their 
families taken the day of school registration. These photos can 
now be seen on the Outreach Committee bulletin board on the 
first floor close to the Betty Bartsch kitchen. Please keep these 
children and their families in your prayers as they continue into 
the school year. If you would like to learn more about this ministry, 
please contact Barbara Earnhardt (Guatemala Partnership Com-
mittee member) or Wayne Drummond (Outreach Committee 
Chair) 
 

Child Care Board Sponsors Wednesday  

Night Dinner on May 7  
 $5 for adults, regular prices for children & youth 
 Donations to the center also accepted 
 
As has become our tradition, the Child Care Center board is spon-
soring our last Wednesday night supper of the spring. Proceeds 
from the dinner will benefit the ministry of the CCC. Families and 
staff of the center will be invited to join church members this eve-
ning for dinner & fellowship, as well as the childrenôs production 
ñOnce Upon a Parableò following dinner at 6:30 p.m. Mary Nivin, 
CCC executive director, as well as CCC board chair Keith Love, 
will share a word about the center which is celebrating itôs 40th 
anniversary this year. The first day of the school officially began 
on September 1, 1968 with an enrollment of 10 children. From its 
beginning the center has served as a ministry to working families, 
reaching out to the community to provide much needed quality 
child care. FPC board members include: Floy Kampe, Jason 
McDougald, Keith Love, Neil Leach, Beverly Williamson, Dan Ja-
cobs and Nancy Weaver. 

Room in the Inn (RITI) began in 2001 as 
an emergency shelter for homeless 
women provided by several faith groups 
in the Asheville-Buncombe community. 
Rather than being located at one perma-
nent site, the shelter rotates on a weekly 
basis, utilizing the physical structures 
and spiritual resources of the participat-
ing churches. The RITI churches work in 
conjunction with Homeward Boundôs A-
HOPE Center which provides referral 
and screening of participants and other 
back-up services. 
 
RITI is the opportunity to give hurting 
humans a safe and warm place to sleep, 
a hot dinner, a quick breakfast, and a 
bag lunch. It is also the opportunity to 
offer a friendly smile, a hearty laugh, a 

concerned heart. This is how we share 
Christ's love. Amazingly, people who 
share of themselves usually find that they 
receive more than they give. This is 
where we find Christ! 
 

First Presbyterian hosts RITI about every 
twelve weeks. The ministry relies almost 
entirely upon the participation of church 
members in a variety of roles: 
 
Set-up/Clean -up:  Each Sunday, mat-
tresses are moved from one church to 
the next. We need a small team to help 
put out linens & pillows and set-up the 
dining space. 
 
Transportation:  Guests are driven be-
tween FPC and A-Hope in the morning 

and late afternoon each day. 
 
Food:  Volunteers bring dinner for the 
women every evening. 
 
Hospitality:  Church members serve as 
dinner and/or overnight hosts. 
 
Some families have served together as 
dinner hosts, set-up volunteers, etc. Chil-
dren learn so much when they experi-
ence faith being put into action! 
 
You can sign -up to volunteer for our 
hosting June 1 -8 by adding your name 
to the calendar located in the Wallace 
Foyer, or by contacting Jo Nan Hester 
or Michael Poulos.  

 

Room in the Inn: A Ministry of Hospitality  
by Betsy Philips, Outreach Committee member 

http://www.ashevillehabitat.org/


 

 

Our Life Together  
Volunteer in our Nursery  
Assist in fulfilling our baptismal promise and help nurture the 
youngest of our church family! We need over 75 volunteers to 
assist our nursery staff during the coming year, June 2008 ïMay 
2009.  Sign up to serve only four times during the year to read, 
rock, and play.  Volunteer cards are available on the table in the 
small narthex or by the receptionistôs desk.  Everyoneôs help is 
needed, our nursery is growing!  Youth who are rising sixth grade 
and above are also encouraged to participate.  Questions - con-
tact Nancy McNeill 253-1431 x126. 

 

Annual Church Picnic  
We will have our annual church picnic on Sunday, May 18 follow-
ing the 10:55 a.m. worship service at  Robert Lake Park in Mont-
reat.  
 
Sign up by May 14 by calling the church office (828-253-1431) or 
sending an email to office@fpcasheville.org.  Cost is $5 for 
salmon, pork or vegetarian option; $1 per hotdog (make requests 
when you sign up).  Last names A-G, bring dessert; H-Z bring 
side dish. 

 

Presbyterian Womenõs Spring Gathering 
Margaret LaMotte Torrence will present ñOrdinary People,ò the 
final lesson in the Jonah and Ruth bible study.  All women (even 
those who are not members of PW) are welcome to join the 2008 
Spring Gathering on Monday, May 12  in Gardner Fellowship 
Hall  beginning at 5 p.m.   Dinner reservations must be received by 
Kitty Ray (298-8494) no later than May 8. Dinner cost is $7.50. 

 
Womenõs Studies 
ñGrowing Old Gracefullyò, Tuesday, May 27, 6 p.m. at Jo Nan 
Hesterôs home. 
 
Wallace Stegner said, ñafter 60, you are aware of how vulnerable 
everything is, including yourself.ò  Mary Pipher, in Another Coun-
try, responds to that idea by saying: ñI deal with anxiety-provoking 
situations by gathering information, anticipating problems and 
thinking them through.ò  Me too!  Hence my interest in exploring 
the topic of aging, an interest I find is shared by many of my 
church friends.  
 
I chose this book as the basis of our May Womenôs Studies dis-
cussion because it addresses issues of aging both from the per-
spective of those of us looking towards (worrying about?) old age 
and from that of those who now or soon will be caring for the ñold-
oldò.    I hope we can share our concerns and learn from each 
other ways of navigating this territory.   

Copies of the book are available at Accent on Books.  Theyôve 
offered us a 15% discount so the cost will be $12.75.  I think itôs a 
book worth having (and sharing with your children or parents) but 
youôre welcome to join the discussion without having read the 
book.  Please let the church know by noon the 27th if you plan to 
come ï it helps the hostess a lot!   
 
Lucy Keil, discussion leader 
 

Register Now and Save!!  

Annual Congregational Retreat  
ñBeing the Church God Calls Us to Beò with special Guest 
John Thornburg  
 
Everyone is encouraged to attend our annual church retreat 
at Assembly Inn at Montreat September 19 -21, 2008. 
Want to join in the study, conversation and fellowship provided by 
this exciting weekend?  Make your reservation by May 30 and 
receive a $10 discount per household off the total cost of registra-
tion.  Your $25 deposit now holds your reservation, final payment 
due by September 15. 
 
Due to changes in Montreat Conferenceôs policy we need to have 
registrations by June 15!  After June 15 check with the church 
office for available room space. 
 
Our retreat theme is worship:  what do we say and sing and do in 
worship to be the church God calls us to be?  How do we trust 
Godôs leading when worship waters seem stormy and uncertain?  
How do generations, cultures and heritage find common under-
standing? 
 

Menõs Breakfast 
Join others for breakfast, fellowship and discussion on Tuesday, 
May 20 at 8 a.m. in Gardner Fellowship Hall. 
 

Houses of Worship Walk -About  
The Center for Diversity Education at UNC Asheville is hosting its 
first annual Houses of Worship Walk-About on May 18 from 1-5 
p.m.  The four mile route winds around Ashevilleôs downtown and 
Montford neighborhoods and includes twenty houses of worship.  
To register visit www.diversityed.org or call (828)232-5024. 

 

Womenõs Night at The Olive Garden 
All women (members and visitors) are invited to gather for food 
and fellowship on Tuesday, May 6 at 7 p.m. at The Olive Garden 
on Tunnel Road.  Please email or telephone Eve Bennett (545-
0291) or Nancy McNeill (nmcneill@fpcasheville.org) by Monday, 
May 5 at 12 noon so your place can be reserved. 

Ushers for 8:45am Service 

5/04ï Team 8: Ann & Jim Hunter 

5/11ï Team 1: Gay & Al Kriek 

5/18ï Team 2: Nancy & Pearce Weaver 

5/25ï Team 3: Van & Bill Grinwiss 

 

Ushers for 10:55am Service 

5/04ï Team 2: Gene McClendon, captain 

5/11ï Team 3: Sylvain Ndebi, captain 

5/18ï Team 4: Clay Griffith, captain 

5/25ï Team 5: Chad Wood, captain 

Acolytes for 10:55am Service 

5/04ï Will Jameson & William Rosebrock 

5/11ï Sam Drummond & Nicholas Poulos 

5/18ï Ashby Cummings & Anabel Motley 

5/25ï David Howerton & Thomas Willis 

 

Nursery Volunteers (9:45am) 

5/04ï Robbi & Julien Ndebi, Linda Ndebi 

5/11ï Betsy & Herb Phillips, Valeriann Stone 

5/18ï Sandra Strickland, Roberta Widman 

5/25ï Holly & Alan Waltemyer 

Nursery Volunteers (10:45am) 

5/04ï Claire Shippey, Todd Oldenburg, Eula & Alex 
Pence, Margaret Smith, David Howerton, Mor-

gan McKinnon 

5/11ï Sarah & Alan Thornburg, Laura & John 
Traylor, Paula Vasey, Anna Huntley, Katie Beth 

Huntley 

5/18ï Kim & Tim Todd, Amy & David Vance, Will 

Jameson, Janie Love 

5/25ï Nancy Weaver, Cristina Webb, Jean Webb, 

Lisa Willis, Emily Reeves, Thomas Willis 

 

Volunteer Reminders for May 2008  

http://www.diversityed.org/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
Session Retreat 

3 
Session Retreat 

4 5 6 
Womenôs Night @  

The Olive Garden 

7 
Dinner & Program 

8 9 10 
Youth Sunday  

Rehearsal 

11 Youth Sunday! 

5Â A Meal Offering 

Motherôs Day  

Special Offering  

12 
PW Spring Gathering 

13 14 
Committee Night  

(no dinner tonight) 

15 
June/July newsletter 

deadline 

16 17 

18 
Church Picnic 

19 20 
Menôs Breakfast 

21 22 23 24 

25 26 
Memorial Day  

Church Office Closed 

27 
Womenôs Studies 

28 
Session Meeting 

(begins at 5:30 p.m.) 

29 30 
Last day for early 

registration savings 

on fall retreat!  

31 


