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A word about Transition from Keith Love, chair of our Administrative Committee:

Dear Friends,

With Pete having preached his last sermon as our pastor, we now find ourselves in a period of transition. We are mov-
ing from a time of being settled and comfortable with our beloved pastor whom we have come to admire and respect
over these last fourteen years through a time of uncertainty, of not knowing who will lead us in the future.

Yet we find ourselves in an exceptionally strong position. In faithfulness to God, Pete has given us a legacy of a stable,

Christ centered community with feet rooted in faith and eyes pointed to the future. We look forward to this transition with
courage, excitement and wonderful expectation. For we can be absolutely certain of one thing-t hi s i's Chri st 6
and in Christ our future is secure.

So what will happen during this transition period? Ultimately we will call a new senior pastor to First Presbyterian, but
there are a number of things that we need to do before we get to that point:

1. We will hire an interim pastor to lead us during this transition period.
We will engage in a period of introspection and congregational conversation.
We will select a pastor nominating committee which will be responsible for finding our next senior pastor.

We will say goodbye to our interim pastor.
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We will welcome and install our new senior pastor.

Hiring An Interim Pastor

The session has appointed a transition committee whose first task is to find an interim pastor for our church. This com-
mittee is already at work, and we hope that the committee will be able to secure an interim and have him/her on board
very early in 2009. The members of the transition committee are: Ed Brenegar (advisor), Harvey Haynes, Susie
Jameson, Bill Kantonen, Ellen McDougald, Len Pardue (chair), Margaret Torrence (staff representative), John Webb.

The job of interim pastor is an important role. The interim pastor is not simply a pastor who will fill a spot until our new
senior is found. Our denomination has pastors who are trained as interims and who are intentional about being interim
pastors. A church that is in transition (between senior pastors) has particular issues that it must address. Intentional
interim pastors have special gifts and skills that are relevant to congregations going through these transitions. Inten-
tional interims, with their special gifts, feel called to do this type of work. In short, the interim will help us deal with the
departure of Pete and Margaret and will prepare us for our new senior pastor.

Interim pastors are typically hired to serve for a term of one year. If the new senior pastor is called before the expiration
of the one year term, the interim pastor is released. If it takes longer than a year to find the new senior pastor, the ses-
sion might extend the contract with the interim pastor to a second one year term or release the interim pastor and hire
another. It is not uncommon for churches to have more than one interim pastor during the transition.

Pausing For A Period Of Reflection

Our denomination encourages congregations to take some time and to pause for some reflection after a senior pastor

has |l eft and before calling its next senior pastor. Why o
senior pastor as soon as we can? Especially after a long pastorate, it is good for the congregation to pause and reflect.

Our congregation needs to spend some time thinking about what we have done during these last fourteen years. Who

were we when Pete started in 1994, and who have we become
church in Asheville? Who are we today and how are we answering that call? How is the city of Asheville changing and

how will these changes affect who Christ is calling us to be in the future?
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Transition... (cont.)

These questions are not answered easily and are questions that we must all participate together in answering. The bet-
ter job we do in answering these questions, the more effective we will be at attracting the right pastor to lead us in the
coming years.

Think about how wonderfully our church has grown while Pete has been our pastor. We are a diverse, engaged and
committed congregationia congregation with so many gifts and members
disciples. When we think about our church, consider what Paul said in 1% Corinthians 12:

ANow there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit
there are varieties of working, but it is the same God who inspires them all in every one. To each is given the
mani festation of the Spirit for the common good. 0

As we witnessed our congregation gathered for worship and then for the reception for Pete and Margaret on October 12,
what we saw was a beautiful expression of what Paul was describing in Corinthians 12.

We have become this church under the | eadership of Pete.
to bring us where we are today. Can we imagine a pastor who could have been a better fit for us during this period? It

was a thorough and deliberate process that enabled us to select Pete fourteen years ago. And it is a similar thoughtful,
patient and prayerful process that we will employ during this interim period which will enable us to attract and select the

right pastor for the years ahead.

Selecting the Pastor Nominating Committee

At some point next year, our congregation will select the pastor nominating committee or PNC. Through a nominating
process a slate of nominees will be presented, and at a called meeting the congregation will elect the PNC. The exact
timing for the PNC has yet to be determined. Generally speaking, it will probably be in the spring of next year before the
PNC is assembled.

Once the PNC is assembled, this group will be about the business of putting together the necessary documents to initi-
ate the search process and then executing the search process itself. Our church will have great appeal for candidates
searching for senior positions, and we expect our PNC to have hundreds of resumes to sort through. The PNC will go
through an extensive process of ranking candidates, visiting and interviewing the top candidates and making a final se-
lection.

Saying Goodbye To Our Interim Pastor

Once our congregation has called our new senior pastor, it will be time to say goodbye to our interim. Typically while
interims do not serve congregations for more than a year, interims do develop special relationships with the congrega-
tions they serve, and we will want to thank our interim with an appropriate send off.

Installing the Senior Pastor

Finally, we will celebrate the next chapter at First Presbyterian Church with the installation of our next senior pastor.

The process of selecting our next senior pastor is not to be taken lightly or rushed. In the Presbyterian Church, the aver-
age time that it takes a church to find a senior pastor is eighteen months. One of our members described the relation-
ship between a pastor and his/her congregation as being like a marriage. This is a great analogy, and therefore being
thoughtful and patient during this process is most appropriate.

So while a part of wus still wants to Aget on with ito, we
tremendous growth, blessing and joy for our congregation. The work of Christ at First Presbyterian goes on, and we look
forward to seeing how each member becomes engaged at even greater levels of service in the mission of our church.

Keith Love

Chair of the Administrative Committee



from the Stewardship Committee...
Stewardship 2009: angels to proclaim the message Our financial giving helps support:
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_ _ Mission work both nationally
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and internationally

use our time, resources, and called to examine their resources _
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m?tment. to _the church. However port First Presbyterian Church in
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reflection of who we are as a
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Go d 6 s . buwing trangtional Todd Oldenburg
times in the Bible, God often sent Chair of the Stewardship Committee

Dz St ewardship Program, WEDNESDAY, Nov. 5 at 6:30
Dz A Stewardship Packet including pledge card wil

Dz St ewardship Sunday: NOVEMBER 23: during worsh
together in 2009.



A Moment for Music Eric Wall, Music Direg
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Advent devotional materials with weekly devotions, mediations and prayers for lighting the advent wreath and suggestions for a more
Christi Centered Holiday will be available beginning November 16™.

These free booklets may be picked up from the table in the Wallace Foyer.
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A Note from Mary Faith Carson...

Members of the First Presbyterian Church ,

It is with a heart full of love that | write you, my dear friends. You have been
so good to me and so good for me. It is with a heart full of gratitude that |

, . thank you for the numerous cards and letters and expressions of love and care.
Thank you for all the rich and wonderful ways you have blessed my life.

\"Truly you are Gododos gift to me.
- " - Grace and love,
Q Mary Faith
An ex- November is a month flanked by All Saints at one end and Thanksgiving at the
cerpt from other, and between the two they seem to urge us to step back, to pause, to consider.
oA It is one of the reasons our All Saints service occurs each year. lItis atime to sit for a

bit, hear scripture and music, and remember those whom we cannot forget. Thi
\/[0]24[=1a18 | year, our All Saints service is Sunday evening, November 2, at 6:00 p.m. Choirs ofig

For ages will offer music; all of us are offered time for memory and thanks in music, lig
prayer and silence.

Mu s |
October

One of the choirdés anthems for Al |l Sa iy begi
and our hymnal 6s tTeBeus Inatl iuadre so ft htise | a f,,”‘

2008 Church, the song goes on. o I invite /- i foy
by Eric Wall service. Itis a service where | think we have, in the past, been able to pause lon N

enough to hear the voices and songs that still go on. %H Saints Day

This year marks thé @nniversary of ouroaves & Fishes
Alternative Gifts Market On Sunday, Decembérwe will

be hosting in our fellowship hall an event to benefit local and
internationalnop r of it agencies who a
in the world. Not only doéaves & Fistgrsvide agencies

: with much needed resources, but it also offers the Asheville

e Open house for First Presbyterian & Trinity Episcopa&lommunity a way to be counteitural.

Church members, 8:48:45 AMIf this is a more convenieqtiif&,e invited our neighbor Trinity Episcopal Church to be
to shop, come by the fellowship hall in the morning hourﬁart of Loaves & FishesIn an effort to have more of their

e Open for the public, 122500 PM.In the afternoon agBl§gybers participate, we are including some agencies closely

representatives will be available to share more about thEf@Bekith tHgity such as @Bburch of the Advboateless
community. ministry. The alternative market is a great way to reach out to

the larger church community, spreading the good news that
even in the midst of our consumptidniven society, we can
honor each other by giving gifts that matter!

Loaves & Fishes
Alternative Gifts Market

Sunday, December 7

Orders will be received through Friday, December 19th

If you would like to volunteer with this ministry, please contact Lynn k
(27F7755) or Michael Poulosl@BBx125)



Calendar Reminders

November
November 2: 10:55 am: Worship Ser-
vice: Carry Communion Elements
4:30 pm: K- 5" grade
Choir Rehearsal & Dinner
6:00 pm: All Saints Servic

November 512,19 : 4:30pm 2% 5"
grade Choir

November 6 :9:00am Chi | dr en
cil Meeting

November 9 : Collect 5¢ Meal special
offering

November 23 : Stewardship Dedication
Advent Devotionals available for ltakee

use

November 30 : First Sunday in Advent

Infantsi Beginning Walkers

reading, rocking, and play!
" Walkersi Two & s

Our Bible story theme for November:

Ch i

Nursery is available 8:30 -12:30 p.m. every Sunday
Faith Development 9:45

| dr eno

- 10:45 a.m. every Sunday

Room 102

Join Jenny Vial, our infant room nursery staff, and our wonderful volunteers each week for

Room 101

Nursery staff Tabby Herdt and our loving nursery volunteers invite you to come hear a Bible
story, and have playtime, snack, and fellowship.

3 years oldi Pre- K Teacher: Carol Dreiling

Jesus loves everyone!
3)I§ sto&yoar&drgrjgage in music or arts and crafts related to the story. Story cards are avail-
able to take home with additional family activities to do during the week.

Each week learn a Bi-

Bible Journeys: K-5" Grade: Bible Journeys classrooms are set up as 4 different work-

shops; art, computers, drama/movie and puppets. Children rotate in different age groups

This month in Bibl

e

with their shepherd to a different workshop each week.

Journeys:

November 2: K- 5" grades meet all together Rnom 104for storytelling.

Volunteer Reminders

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS

Master Chef Serve/Cleanup

November 9,16 & 23 2"- 5" grades meet iRoom 104 K- 1 grade meet in Music Room 1 at
9:45 am for choir. Following choir, shepherds will escort children to the Bible Journeys Hall.

November 30:K- 5" grades meet all together Room 104for storytelling.

November Usher
Schedule

11/2: Team 5

$ Collectors 11/9: Team 6

11/5: Sue Bennett 11/5: Youth
Team

11/12:Donna 11/12:Aletha

Frellick Roper
11/19:Bob 11/19:LeNoir
Cerwin Medlock

11/ 26: Thanksgiving

12/3: Youth
Team

12/3: Margaret
Black

12/10:Bonnie
Welden

12/10:Evelyn
Jarrett

12/17: Eve Ben-
nett

12/17:Beverly
Williamson

12/24: Christmas Eve Services

Many, Many thanks to our wonderful volunteers!

11/5: Pat Harr 11/16: Team 7

11/23: Team 1
11/12:Jo Nan
Hester

11/30: Team 2

November Acolyte

Schedule:
11/02:Parker Cagle

Bobby Black

11/19:Norma
McClendon

12/3:PatHarr | 99/9: Summer Jacobs

Ashby Cummings
12/10:Jo Nan
Hester

11/16:Haley Smith
Anna Lewis
12/17:Norma

11/23:Kelly Medlock
McClendon

Parker Cagle
11/30:Anna Huntley
Jacglyn McKinnon

November Nurs- mero, Spencer Ro-

erv Schedule: mero, David Vance,
y Amy Vance, Jacqlyrn

McKinnon (Y), Mor-

9:45ani Allan Wal- 9an McKinnon{)
temyer, Holly Walte- November 23

myer 9:45am Jo Nan

10:55am’ John
Pearson, Sara Pear- Hester, Sandee
Hagen

son, Chris Reinhardt, = .
Rebecca Reinhardt 10:55ant Alan
Thornburg, Sara

Will JamesonY),

Thornburg, Taylor
Kate JamesonY() Sword, Janet Sword
Anabel Motley t),

9:45ani Gary Eliza RosebrockX()

Zabhler, Olivia Zahler November 30
10:55ani Jil Mead- Thanksgiving
ows, Andrea Weekend
Samuels, Luke Rob- )
erts, Beth Roberts, 9:45am-Herb Phil-
Emily Love (Y), lips, Betsy Phillips

November 2

November 9

Janie Love Y) 10:55am
November 16 VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

9:45ani Mary Ann
Athens, Clay Griffith
10:55ani Mike Ro-

Room 103

G@ehésis 1218 0 v e n



Adult Faith Development:  Sunday and Weektiesges this Month

Sundays 9:45 am this month... SPECIAL SUNDAY STUDIES DURING
ADVENT...

Ongoing classes

First Bible Class:Room 112 This class has met consistentI)BeQirming November 30- December 21
for the past 100 years. PaNo qumpm IheJnn.QAn'A‘dY’em*Studv en Homele

Present Wor do qu a rThedNew Gomriuoity & i feur weeak class;will explore through discussid
Faces Growth Pains guest speakers:
Text Time This Class will not meet during Nov. & Dec. * Who are the homeless? How do people become hof
November 2 & November 9:

* What is happening here in Asheville to address homg
fiLove Your Neighbod  Dr. Earl Thompson(Room 206) Drawing
on insights from relationship psychology and the Bible, we will ex-
plore why some of our relationships are harmonious and peaceft(?e/p?

and others are strained, conflicted, or broken. We will also explo¥e|har more can we do as people of faith?

What is being done by the federal and local governm

how we can develop fair and loving relationships and avoid hostiﬂe hi s cl ass i s of fered (
and estranged ones. new initiative to explore ways our congregation ca
fiSpots in Time: the Experience of God in NatureDick Graham f u | to the gospel ds ca

(Room 214)This class will share some of our own personal expegins. During this season of Advent, as we remen

ences and consider them in light of passages from a wide range gfrth of the One born in a cold stable to parents wh
sources.

il ngqui r edr dasiouéadess§Widman Roorew mem- Christian community.

bers and folks who have been visiting First Presbyterian Church are

invited to attend the last two classes: one on the role of staff and unda_y December 7:

session which includes a tour of the building, and the other classteXploring Advent through the Arts

the meaning of membership at h8Rativityii! AiHOR has tRIBirth' of Jess Hebrf
be offered in the Spring 2009.

trayed in art through the centuries? The class will

All Adults are invited to meet together both of discuss some of the standard ways artists have re
these Sundays for special classes in Gardner Hall the nativity in painting and sculpture. Led by Jerry
(9:45 am- 10:45am): Presbyterian Minister and retired Muskingum Colle

structor, who has lectured and taught about the ar

November 167 Gardner Fellowshijp Hall

A Christian Perspective on Capital Punishment
nominee for the Nobel Peace Prize Reverend Joseph Ingle ofundayrDecember 14 & December 21.:

sonal view of the process of capital punishment. Joe Ingle firf{yghihiSinging and the Church
calling to prison ministry during a nine month seminary project in the

Bronx House of Detention, since then he has befriended Deafh@deenturies, Christians have sung carols to celek

theology.

inmates across the country. He will join us for a discussion obitth of Jestibough often, the hierarchy of the chur
death penalty and our responsibility as Christians. not approved this activity! Guest Mel Bringle, prof
November 23 Gardner Fellowship Hall and hymn writer, will explore what proved so contr

about caralinging from the Middle Ages up through
Puritan Era, and why the practice has refused to b
out.

To Be Announced

Weekdays this month... Mel Bringle is Professor of Philosophy and Religious S

Major Themes That Weave Through the Biblerev.sim  Brevard College and Chair of the Humanities Division.

Chathamthrough Nov. 19 Wednesday Mornings 10:302:00am writer of hymn texts, Mel has won a number of internal
(Gardner Fellowship Hallfach week explores a different theme, COmpetitions, and has published tweasithglecollections

S0 you are not required to attend every class. hymns; her works are also now included in denominati
Time Out for Everyoneérough May 11 Thursday Mornings nals and supplements by churches ranging from the M
10:00-12:00pnfWidman Room)Time Out childcare begins at to the Roman Catholics, the Evangelical Lutheran Chu
9:45am. Contact Nancy McNe#ib31431ext.1260r questions or more A/merica to the Church of Scotland. She is currently se

informationSt udy topics will be t akfesident & mheifymeSociety inghe US and Camaaa,
tianod an online curricul um r echaring thecommittee for a new hymnal for the PCUS
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Wednesday Night Connections

Wednesday Nights offer an November § Faith in MENUNov. 5: 8B0- MENUNoV. 12 phyllo
informal time to share the Future- Our Call to Cheddar-Bacon Meatloaf, Wrapped Fish Florentine with
needs and concerns with  StewardshipNovember is Roasted Potatoes, Malibu Whole Wheat Rolls & Fresh
church family members, as when we annually ask members ~Vegetable medley KIDS: no- Salad KIDS: Chicken Tenders

to review and renew their pledge fuss Mac & Cheese DESSERT DESSERT:Pumpkin Cake

well as good news and ,
to the church. During these times Black & White Cheesecake,

celebrations. Through pro-

) of pastoral transition and eco-  back by popular demand
grams, prayer, worship and nomic uncertainty it may seem November 19 Thanks-
fellowship we are offered  easy to hold back on a financial November 12 Fellow- giving Worship

opportunities to connect to commitment to the church. How- ship & Committee Meeting

one another. our faith and €ve" this hesitation would not be

. a true reflection of the strength din oini . K
community we have as a church community ested in joining a committee talk . _gh Grage Program: Thank-
to one of the church staff or call

i . and ourfaith in the future Join ful Hearts
Dinner at 5:30pm, Program the church office 253431.

; . ; ; us as we review our allocation of . : )
begins at 6:30. Child care is resources and how we. collec. Those notinvolved in committee
available beginning at 5:30pm '

tively and individually, can strive
& through the program hour.
g prog to be good stewards of the gifts

* K -8" grade program begins at  that come from God.

See Below Description for de-
Night If you would be inter-  tails...

meetings are encouraged to come
enjoy a leisurely dinner and use November
this opportunity to connect with ~ 26: No

6:15pmwith recreation ime in K -8" Grade Program: Learn- our own church community. Wednesday Night Dinner
room 105 on the jngdobut Waysewe@Gie Hal I+ -g8" Grade Program: Movie  Or Program
unless otherwise noted. Night

A Special Thanksgiving Dinner and Worship Service
Reservations Wednesday, November 19 ™

, Join us in the chapel for a special service of Thanksgiving worship. We will have the

_* call the chu.rch office opportunity to sing familiar Thanksgiving hymns as we reflect with grateful hearts pn
filoutacardinpewrack|Godés bounty and blessings and offer| ou
= call Bob Frellickssg2840)

* tell Charlene or Bob at

church Premium slowroasted Turkey breast with signature gravy... delicious Cranberry Herb

. ; Stuffing... Old Fashioned Cranberry Sauce... Buttery mashed potatoes..- tianched
make a Standing i ; . .

Reservation Green Beans tossed with slivered garlic... Sweet Potato Casserole crowned with marsh-

mallows... Indian Corn Soufflé... and for DESSERT...
(GRQ-W IRUJHW WR ADQFHO ZKHQ \RX DUH

unable to make it) ...Home Made Pumpkin Pie with Whipped Cream!

Special Dinner Menu (only $7.00 per person!)

Adults $7, Youth $3, ages B $2,
ages 5 81 Not -so-distant Future Wednesday Night Connections:
Reservations are ac-
cepted until 3 PM on
Monday.

Special Wednesday Night Advent Programs in
December

Use our website Save the Dates!

(www.fpcasheville.org) December 3 Advent Celebration and Wreath Making
to read program listings and

) December 10  Advent Hymn Sing
menus anytime.

Committee Meetings
December 17  Annual Moravian Love Feast Worship

Service led by FPC youth



